IN THE MATTEROF:  The Chiropractic Act, SNS, 1999 (2nd Sess.), ¢. 4 and Chiropractic
Regulations

BETWEEN:
NOVA SCOTIA COLLEGE OF CHIROPRACTORS

(College)
-and -
DR. DENA CHURCHILL, DC
(Dr. Churchill)
DECISION AND ORDER

By notice of charges dated November 7, 2018, the Hearing Committee received notice of charges

That as of October 24, 2018, Dr. Dena Churchill was professionally incompetent
as a result of incompetence arising out of mental incapacity. .

It was agreed between the parties that this matter would be heard before a Hearing Committee of
the Nova Scotia College of Chiropractors on March 6, 7 and 8, 2019.

The Nova Scotia College of Chiropractors and Dr. Dena Churchill provided a tentative
settlementagwemen_ttotbeH&ﬁngCommittee,dde@mrySl,ZZOl&

The Hearing Committee reviewed the settlement agreement in full, together with supporting
respondence, and considered the settlement agreement pursuant to s. 50 of the Chiropractic
Act, patticularly s. 50(5):

Where the hearing wmmiﬁee, appointed to hear the complaint accepts the
recommendation of the investigation committee, it shall confirm such acceptance
by written decision that incorporates the settlement agresment.

It is hereby ordered that the Hearing Committee accepts the recommendation of the
Investigations Committee, and confirms its acceptance of the settlement agreement reached
between the Nova Scotia College of Chiropractors and Dr. Dena Churchill on January 31, 2019.
The Hearing Committee orders that the settlement agreement is in full force and effect. The
Hearing Committee hereby confirms that this is the written decision pursuant to s. 50(5) of the
Chiropractic Act and the settlement agreement is attached hereto to this written decision and
incorporated as part of this written decision of the Hearing Committee.



A portion of the settlement agreement has been redacted to protect the personal medical
information of Dr. Churchill.

To ensure this matter is dealt with as efficiently as possible and to ensure there are no additional
costs incurred by the parties, this decision and order of the Hearing Committee shall be fully
effective if signed in counterpart.

Dated the VQS Y day of February, 2019,

D

hn Doyle, EayMembey
M Zoh Doyle, ExyMembey
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- Nova Scofia College of Chiropractors
- and -

Dr, Dena Churchill, BC

SETTLEMENT AGREEMENT

Dr. Dena Churchill, a chiropractor formerly licensed o practice chiropractic in ths
Province of Nova Scofia, and a former member of the Nova Scofia College of
Chiropractors (the “College”) hereby agrees with and consents to the following in
accordance with the provisions of the Chiopraciic Act:

Background

1. On May 17, 2018, a Registrar’s complaint was made against Dr. Dena Churchill
pursuant to the Chlropractic Act, in refafion to vaccination and immunization posts

made by Dr. Churchill on her various socfal media sites.

2, In the course of that investigation, pursuant to Section 44 of the Chiropractic Adf,
additional concems were identifiad by the Investigation Commiites in the course of

the investigation, specifically conceming Dr. Churchill's filness fo practice. These
concems were Identified as-a result of social media posts made by Dr. Churchill in

August and September 2018.

3. On September 21, 2018, pursuant to Section 46(9) of the Chiropractic Acf, the
investigation Commitice directed Dr. Churchill to undergo a fitness to praclice
assesbgn&pt.zmwms assessment was conducled by Dr. Richard MacGiiliviay on
Octo . .

4. Dr. Macemivmy'aﬁered the following opinion on Dr. Chumliﬂfs fitness fo practice: \

I
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5. Upon recelpt of the Psycholopical Assessment Report prepared by Dr. Richard
MacGilllvray, the Investigation Committee convened a special meeting and, after
reviewing the Psychologlcal Assessment Report, ordered that the licence tfo
practice chiropractic of Dr. Churchifl be suspsnded, effective Immediately, pursuant
10 Section 47 of the Chiropractlc Act.

8. At its mesting on November 6, 2018, the Investigation Committee determined to
gfer fts concems regarding Dr. Churchi's compstence to a formal Hearlng

Notice of Hearing

7. Dr. Churchill was provided with a Notice of Charge on November 7, 2018 and the
Notice of Hearing on December 18, 2018. A Heering Committse was appointed
pursuant f Section 48 of the Chiropractic Act and hearing set dates of January 23-

2b, 2019 were sel,
8. In the Notice of Hearing, the College kit the following charge against Dr. Churchill:
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That as of Ocloher 24, 2018, Dr. Churchill wes professionally
. incompetent as a resulf of incompetence arising out of mental incapacily.

Events Sinco the Nofice of Hearlng was lssusd

9'

On January 11, 2019, Dr. Churchill signed a “Surrender of Licence fo Practice
Chiropractic® document, expressing her deslre to sumwender her licence to practice
chiropractic. The Boand of the Callege accepted Dr. Churchil's surrander of her
ficenco on January 22, 2019, In accordance with Section 31 of the Chirapraotic Act,
on the following bass:

a) Dr. Churchilf's licence was surrenderad effective intmediately;

b) Dr. Churchit will not reapply for a license to practice chiropractic untfl such time
as a medical opinion is furnished to the College confirming that she Is
competent and fit to practice. The College, in ils sole discretion, exerclsing such
discretion reasonably, will determine whether the medical opinion is satisfactory
evidence of Dr. Churchili’s compstence and filngss.

c) The practitioner conducting the asssssment of Dr. Churchili's compstence and
fitness ‘must be properly quafified to perform the assessment, and must bs
approved by the College In advance of the assessment (unfess Dr. Churchill is
assessed b)y- Dr. Richard MacGiffivray, who the College has already approved
as qualifiod),

d) The practiioner conducting the assessment must be provided with Dr.
MacGlliivray's report dated October 31, 2018, together with the maierials
provided fo Dr. MacGHlivray, In addition fo any social media posts made by Dr.
Churchlll since September 21, 2018.

e) The cost of the fitness assessment will be bome In full by Dr. Churchill

f) If Dr. Churchill reapplies for a licence to practice chiropractic In Nova Scotia
bafore furnishing the report referred to above, her applloation will be denied.

g) If Dr. Churchil applies for a lcence to practice chiropraclic In another
jurisdiction, the tenms upon which she surrendered her license in Nova Scofla
will be released to the Collage In the ofher jurisdiction.

Disposition
10.Dr. Churchili has surrendsred her licence and, as such, no longer has a licence fo

practice chiropractic in Nova Scotla.
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11.0n that basis, the Collage and Dr. Churchill agres o resolve the chaige of
incompetence on the following tems:

a) Dr. Churchill admits the charge against her, belng that as of October 24, 2018,
she was professionally incompetent as a result of incompetence arising out of

mental incapacity.
b) Dr. chumhﬂ} will pay costs to the College in the amount of $6,000.

¢) The amount of $2,144, currenfly held in a prepaid licensing fees account at the
Coflege on behalf of Dr. Churchill, being an accumulation of monthly payments
deducted from Dr. Churchil's bank account in 2018 and intended fo cover
licensing fees for 2019, which fees will o longer be pald since Dr. Churchill has
surrendered her ficence, will be applied against the $8,000 In costs, thus
reducing the fotal amount payable by Dr. Churchill fo $3,858.

Ouistanding Charges

12.The hearing scheduled for May 22 — 28, 2019 to hear the charges set out in the
Notice of Hearing dated November 1, 2018 regarding vaccination and -
immunization posts on Dr. Churchili's social media accounts is not affected by this
Settlement Agreement and will proceed as planned, unless a separate ssttiement
agreement addressing those charges Is reached by the parties and approved by
the Hearing Committee in advance of that hearing.

Publication

13.Pursuant fo section 60 of the Chiropracfic Act, If the Hearing Commitfee accepis
this Seifement Agreement it shall confirm such acceptance by written decision that

incorporates this Selfement Agreement, subject fo any informafion the Hearing
Commitiso sses fit to expurgato, such as Dr. Churchil’'s personal and heslth

information. The Hearing Commiitea's decision will then be published on the
Collegs’s websits. .

Effoctive Dato

14.This Settioment Agreement shall only become effective and binding when it has

been recommended for acceptance by the Invesfigation Committee of the College,
and accepted by the Hearing Commfites appolnted to hear this matter.

This Setflement Agreement is made this _31 _day of Januaty, 2016.
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Dena Churchill, DC
+
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Nova Scotia Coflege of Chiropractors
Per: Dr. Janis Noseworthy, Reglstrar
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